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Mr. Kina. 
nister to the courtof St. James, and of John A. King, | 
is secretary of legation, were approved of by the se | 
nate, on Tuesday last. The opposition, it is stated, | 
was a feeble one—amounting only to three or four! 
senators. 





Panama. It will be seen by the proceedings in| 
congress, that the president had resolved to send to 
‘he national legislature, the papers appertaining to 
the intended mission to Panama. We shall no 
soon clearly understand what are the objects of that| 
sission—-which, however, we expect are pretty fully | 
stated in the following article: 

Caraccas, Nov 23. It is currently rumored that the, 
government of the United States has refused to be-| 
come a party of the assembly of the American states, | 

f Panama. We understand,’ 





about to be formed in 
however, that the refusal is courteous, and that a| 
complimertary Commission is appointed to announce, 
itin Panama. 





THE BUSINESS OF AN EpitoR. We were a good deal! 
amused, the other day, to observe that the editor of, 
a newspaper, published in the north-western part of 
Pennsylvania, had received a sheep, on account of a! 
subscription due him! Yet, he may have been avery, 
‘Jucky fellow,” and have felt quite pleased that he } 
had received any thingat all! 

There is no business or profession quite so labori-| 
ous and irksome—so responsible and illy requited, as| 
that of editors who aspire to a respectable standing, | 
and would be regarded as useful men. The near-, 
est approach to them is made by medical gentlemen, | 
in extensive country-practice, who are placed at the) 
eall or command of every body, and nearly as badly 
paid as the publishers of periodical works. And 
there is a surveillance over the conduct and proceed-| 
ings of each, that is, in itself, hardly less onerous, 
than the actual performance of all the duties impos-, 
ed on others of their more fortunate fellow citizens, | 
engaged in other pursuits. An editor, itis true, may) 
not be ruined by the loss of a subscriber, as a physi-| 
cian may be by the loss of a patient—yet, as he must! 
live by his business, it is not less necessary that he 
should succeed in pleasing his customers, than that} 
the doctor should be happy in healing the diseases of | 
those submitted to his care. But if it happens that 


The nominations of Rufus King, as mi- | 


‘at all. 


— 





the matter. Five, ten or twenty doilars, say they, 
cannot be important to Mr. Editor or Mr Doctor— 
for he is doing a great business, and I can pay him 
any time. ‘‘Any time” runs into no time—it is passed 
over year after year, and then *the subscriber or pa- 
tient, wonders at the amount of the bil], and is fre- 
quently offended on being importuned for its pay- 
ment-——— perhaps even going so far as to stop the paper 
or discharge the physician, whom they had neglect- 
ed to indemnify even for the first cost of the paper, or 
of the physick, with which they had heen served. How- 
ever, to pay and quit, is a thousand times better than 
to hold out false hopes of payment, or to never pay 
And, indeed, when a person cannot pay, there 
is something like a satisfaction rendered in plainly 
stating the fact, that the other party may know how to 
act. 

But the editor is, in some respects, worse condi- 
tioned than the physician. His responsibilities are 
awful! Hundreds or thousands of persons are al- 
ways prepared to pronounce judgment upon him, and 
he is perpetually found guilty of doing those things 
which he ought not to have done, and of leaving un- 
done those things which he ought to have done. He 
has to cater for a thousand appetites, and steer his 
way through hosts of contending politicians—oppos- 
ed to one another, without, perhaps, precisely knowing 
why, and agreeing in nothing exceptin an agreement lo 
differ Towin the favor of these, so as to be honored 
with their support, is a matter most difficult to ac- 
complish! If he offers his own speculations—some 
party will call them intrusive or impertinent; if he 
only selects from_other papers, he is thought dull and 
stupid. If he would please only one set of politi- 
cians, or persons of one party, he becomes a slave, 
dull and monotonous as a horse travelling round ina 
mill—but the horse may have very little else to care 
about and be supplied with plenty to eat, which is not 
always the case with an editor!—and, thongh his bu- 
Siness is a private one, as much so as that of a lawyer or 
a boot-maker, every one feels aright to examine, ad 
libitum, all that he says, and denounce or condemn 
him, though they never have encouraged his work, or 
oought any thing at his shop! To all this an editor 
is subjected, and yet, perchance, in the end, he may 
be gladdened even with the reception of flesh and 
wool, in payment of a debtthatis due him. ~ , 

It is the general poverty of the profession that has 
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an editor, because, perhaps, of the want of means to| caused so great a loss of dignity to the press—-for 
procure his materials, shall not publish his paper at} there,are very few of us, indeed, who dare say, and 
ihe precise time appointed, and if it shall not also! at all times, what we think would be right—so de- 
be delivered to his subscribers with the strictest pune- | pendentare we on the good humor of persons for our 
tuality, he is blamed and found fault with, after the subsistence! We earn money with a severity of labor 
— manner that a medical gentleman would be, who and an anxiety of mind which _ arsine have any 
S ; FP , sia ho ¢ ’ 5 ’ s o 
his wife and children, toa long ride in © dark and| ers for its payment—for they dislike to be dunned fo 
. aren, to g | dal | er payment—for they dislike to be dunned tor 
ureary night to visit the sick—but the publication be-} small] sums; and soit 18, thatan editor with 10, 15, 20 
a bara and 4 se or agit gone rar tp. it is | or. pay bape vei = 7 so ey Psign “4 
iot always the first business of those served to exert) east to the west, and from the north to the south, 
the sani punctuality and promptness on their part,| may want the means of paying his ordinary expenses, 
which they expected and exacted of the editor or] and to obtain materials for eating and drinking, ike 
doctor; and thus it is that both may be in a state of| other fulks!—and be abused by some into the bar- 
pecun'ary seff-ring from the greater extent and appa- | gain, because that he prefers a keeping of his hat 
es ae et ere att aeaee ated cites eae Cane te 
} yauUs e ar , 4S . f $ ’ ; 
fers which isto auate ares litte debls ies them, | sun or the moon, as the case may be, and shout long 
¢ 3 : . : Dat hg realy Preah te a es 
thle @ardeanicneae te oF but small pe tance, | oe ae man med poy Ri a SR he TON 
ble © ° ion of the whole may be in ispensa- of the nation rest P efe ! some in ried 
‘€ to a just remuneration for their labor and ex-| ual to ottice, or in the keeping of some other in oF 


pemses. it is thus that too many individuals view! fice. And many will not admit that, like a conscien- 
Vou. XXI1X.——17. 
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it is kept perpetually turning and is daily changing 
hands—they have always something to dispose of that 
The effect of these things is injurious to all. ‘The, will bring the cash, if prudent persons, or possess ap 
editor 1s kept in that state which is well described in’ abili’, to make new loans to meet old engagements, 
the old saying “‘like a toad under a harrow;” his time, with very litthe comparative trouble aud waste of 
is wasted,and the deficiency of his means forbids those | time. 
exertions to please that it would be delightful to him-} Thereds one effect produced by village banks that 
self, as well as prefitable, to make—and his subseribers/ is very remarkable, and exceedingly injurious. be- 
are put off as easily asthe nature of his contract with | fore their estabiishment, if a careful and industrious 
thein will admit of. And,as in most other kinds of | farmer wanted to borrow a few hundred dollars te 
business, the careful and reflecting suffer by the acts | pay off an instalment for lands purchased, he coulé 
of the careless and the thoughtless. | always find some neighbor who was willing to lena it, 
To bring this matter home. The Rectsrer, du-| for a year or two, on payment of the interest. But 
ring the sessions of congress, would always consist, this sort of accommodation totally disappears fro. 
of a shect and a half, if the payments for it were re-| a neighborhood in which a bank is located, and the 
mitted with the same punctuality that it is forward-} people ali seem to be turned into borrowers. 
ed to all who receive it; and there would be pride, | 
pleasure and profit to all parties, were this permitted 
—but it is not; and the editor is compelled to do is | 
‘they do in Kamschatka, ‘“‘just as weil as he can.’’} without until the cash was earned io pay for them. 
And, verily—tbis is sometimes “bad enough.”” How-| We are led to these remarks by observing that a 
ever—with perseverance for our motto, we shall go on} project is befure the legislature of North Carolina te 
and hope for improvement; thinking it probable that, | establish a new bank on the junds of the state, and these 
in another year, (as this work was never seemingly | funds, (except a surplus of adout 100,000 duiiars ia 
juore prosperous than itis now), we shall be enabled | the treasury), are to be raised by borrowing money, 
to requite the favors of our friends a little better| which borrowed money is to be the capital of tle 
than we have done, by an increase of matter, caus-; bank! This is a speculation that might suil the me- 
ing an increase of expenditure. | redian of Wail-street, New York, but one of the 
| wildest that ever entered into the heads of an agricul- 
THEAGRICULTURALISTS. It isalways witha degree} tural people. The old Vanks of North Carolina are 
of regret which amounts to something like horror, that; already more numerous than the dealing classes re- 
we see attempts made to introduce banking institu- | quire, as is proved by the fact that their notes are at 
tion's into a society thatis purely or mainly agricultu- | 4 or 5 per cent. discount in Balumore, Philadelphia 
yal. These establishments are useful to mercaants| and New York, though the solveucy of these banks is 
and dealers, often convenient to manufacturers and/|notquestioned. And, if there is any uitimate loss by 
itchanics, but always destructive to farmers and | this discoant, it naturally fails on the peopie of the 
planters. Wespeak generally. Butthe exceptions, | state, though it may be that it is preitable to the 
as to the latter, are very fewindeed. Instance, the | banks, in keeping their paper afloat. 
ihe littering of banks in Pennsylvania, Kentucky} Ithas often appeared to me thatthe people of North 
and Ohio, and the experience of the bank of Darien, | Carolina have not been so sensible as they ought to 
in Georgia, and others, perhaps, in different states, | be, of the natural advantages which they enjoy. A 
not just pow recollected. The wide-spread rain | few great men have long been endeavoring to excite 
through the frst three states named—the reduction | aspirit for interval improvement, but as yet wilhout 
of thousands of those who had been substantia! and | the desired success; and itis to this, aid not to benk- 
prosperous farmers into ruined men, and, in some! ing, that the attention of the citizens should be turn- 
cases, paupers, because that they had yielded to the|ed. If money must be borrowed, let it be borrowed 
temptations held out by the banks of getting money} only for making roads and canals and cleaning out 
vasily—only by signing their names; ought to furnish a} the beds of rivers, or removing other obstacles to their 
iesson which no agricultural people should ever for-| navigation. These are things that become the dignily 
get. And so itis, andever will be, when farmers|of a powerful state—they are those which reaily be- 
uud planters, instead of attending to the business uf|nefit the agriculturalists, and cause all classes of 
their farms and plantations, are to be found in the | persons to prosper—they bring the mountains of the 
neighboring villages hunting endorsers and waiting | interior to the neighborhood ot the flat lands on the 
the motions of the directors of banks. There is no|sea-board, and aiiord facilities for the exchange of 
class of persons more entitled, perhaps we may say | commodities that are universally feit and proudly 
so well entitled, to accommodations, as the cultivators ackaowledged. But the idea of running the slate 
of the soil, but they ought not to need them—and, if |into debt for the purpose of becoming a lender of 
they should, those rendered by banks are wholly | money, and to persous who ought not to borrow of 
unfitied for them. Merchants, manufacturers and | banks, is not less extraordinary than it will be inju- 
mechanics, if pressed by the banks, (and banks like | rious to the citizens of North Carolina, if the project 
individuals must somelimes press their customers), | sliall be carried into oper: 
ave a thousand facilities to meet their engagements —_— 
which agricuituralists have not. To the latter, there A QUEER NOTION. It i» suid that application is to 
is only one season of the year in which they have | be made to the Jegislature of New York, this winter, 
commodities that will command money, and even at to incorporate the Printers’ Bank, in the city of New 
that, if forced to sell, because the forcing is gene-| York, with a capitai of 500,000 dollars. 
ral, there is frequently a great reduction in the price | hcp? We can hardly suppose that there is any 
of their articles to be added to the interest paid) thing serious in this, though it is gravely set forth 
aud time wasted by getting into bank. And if their/asa fact. Is the stock to ve made up of the debts 
crop should faii—what is to become of them, having | thatare owing to them? If so—and any method can 
anticipated its proceeds? They must be harrassed be fallen upon to realise those debts, we will gladly 
during a whole year, and become dependents—hum- |! take a few thousands of the stock! But the ideaof 


tious man, he shali be for or against an administra- 
tion, asit shall appear to deserve support orlopposition. 


Vhis 
is readily accounted for—money easily taken up at 
the bank, has been wasted in superfluities, or at least 


expended for things which might have been done 





':0n. 


ule dependents, or make some sacrifices of property | printers making a bank, is one of the oddest that we 
out of cir usual way of business, greatly disadvan- | have lately met with, unless it is to be on the plan of 
lageous to. them, as interfering with their future pro-|the New Jersey ‘‘Lombard and Protection bank!” 
fits. But with sealers the case is entirely different. 'For the honor of the craft, we hope that the banking 
Luelr capital is not meant to be stationary, like lands; project may be abandoned—for the melancholy truta 
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is, that we are more of borrowers than lenders of 
snoney, and about the most untit class of persons in 
the world to be associated in a banking institution— 
if to be established as every bank should be. 





Corton. There has been a contest between cer- 
tain North Carolina planters, near Edenton, as to 
the swiftness and dexterity of their slaves in picking 
cotton. The following results may interest some of 
our readers who are growers of that article, and be 
useful as data for calculations about the crop. 

Ist day—lbs. 2nd day—lbs. 


Derry, 154} Derry, 1783 
Olla, 117 Olla 185 
Harry, 101 Harry, 167 
Jeff, 100 Delilah 103 
Delilah 99% Prov. 107 
Primus, 90 
Boy Ned, (12 years old), 91 


Some persons smiled a year or two ago, when it 
was suggested that ‘Virginia cotton” would be quoted 
in the Liverpool prices current; and they will smile 
again, perhaps, if we should make the same remark 
about “Maryland cotton.” Butit is grown freely, for 
family use, in Charles and St. Mary’s counties in this 
-tate—and, as Ohio promises very materially to in- 
t rfere with our tobacco, and can make it and send it 
such a great distance to market, cheaper than we 
ean, because that free labor is cheaper than that of 
slaves, the quantity of work performed being consi- 
‘eredand the ability that there is to select and em- 
ploy or discharge the one which cannot be applied to 
the other,—there is very little doubt but that, if cot- 
fon will bear the cost of cultivation, we shall soon 
raise large crops of it in Maryland. It may revive | 
some of our worn-out and almost depopulated coun- 
ties as it is doing in Virginia, and have effect to prevent 
Maryland from being what it is now—the centre of 
the domestic trade in slaves; atrade hardly less crue! 
‘than that which is carried on direct with unfortunate 
Africa; and much more dangerous tg the people of 
those states to which our slaves are exported. 

A New Orleans commercial letter of the 11th ult. 
says—‘The new crop is represented to be very hea- 
vy, estimated at 230,000 bales, of which, at present, 
but little has reached market and been disposed of 
at 15 to 17 cents, to agents of the easlern manufacturers,” 
&e. The writer thinks that the price will decline 
“to 12 or 13 cents for prime qualities.”” | Wesuppose 
‘hat the estimate of the erop includes the product of 
Tennessee, North Alabama and Mississippi, as well as 
that of Louisiana and Arkansas. But the export of 
the year, ending 30th September, 1825, was about 
~00,000 bales.’’} 

The total of the cotton crop of the United States, 
for the year ending Oct. 1, 1828, is said to be 569,249 
hales, being an increase of 60,091 bales on the crop 
of the preceding year. {The total crop of the pre- 
sent year will be, at least, from 70 to $0,000 bales 
more than that of last year. | 





Mexico. A ceremony lately took place in the city 
of Mexico, which imperatively shews the progress of 
iiberal ideas and good principles in that republie—as 
much so, perhaps, all things considered, as any other 
that could have happened. We allude to the installa- 
tion of a grand lodge of free masons in the capital, by our 
minister, Mr. Poinsett, as being past deputy grand 
master of masons in South Carolina. It is compos- 
ed of the first men in the country—patriot warriors 
and statesmen, and among the grand officers are two 
ortests, of high standing, one of them being also a se- 
nator. 

Whatever opinion may be entertained of masonry 
by the uninitiated, and without pronouncing any eu- 
‘ogy upon an order which has existed longer than 








2ny other association of individuats, thouch persecut- | 





ed and proscribed for numerous ages—a simple no” 
tice of one or two facts will demonstrate the import= 
ance of the matter just mentioned: 

Ist. Free masonry has rarely prospered in any 
country in which the people were not comparatively 
free. Prussia is, perhaps, the only one in which it 
has been encouraged, by an absolute government. 
Frederick the great, as he is called, was a zealous 
member of the fraternity. 

2nd. Itis especially obnoxious in Spain—and to be 
a freemason in that kingdom, is to commita crime a 
thousand times worse than murder. In Portugal, Italy, 
&c. freemasons are not so severely dealt with as in 
Spain, but they are exceedingly persecuted; and, in 
general, their meetings are prohibited. 

3rd. It is proscribed by the head of the Roman ca- 
tholic church—and, in all parts of the world, the 
members of this very numerous sect cannot be at- 
tending members of the fraternity, if allowed to par- 
| take of certain of the solemn, and, as the church 

proclaims, essential ceremonies of that religion. 

4th. But in Mexico, though the Roman catholic re- 
ligion is the established religion of the state, some of 
the most distinguished citizens of the republic avow 
themselves to be freemasons, and, among the grand 
officers, are two learned and influential priests. 

A grand lodge is also about to be ereeted at Buenos 
Ayres. The order is very flourishing throughout Co- 
lombia, which abounds with lodges; as also will Chili 
and Peru. The consequence of these things must be 
—that the pope will S compelled either to relip- 
quish his claim to a spiritual supremacy over the 
people of these great republics, or permit the mem- 
bers of his church to partake in the ceremonies of 
their religion, though zealous and attending members 
of the masonic body. 

Many tens of thousands of Roman catholics, how- 
ever, belong to the lodges of France and Germany, 
England and Ireland, and of the United States. 

The castle of San Juan de Ulloa, at Vera Cruz, 
not being relieved from Havana, surrendered on the 
18th ult. The garrison, which by sickness and hard- 
ship, had been reduced to a handful of men, had 
been sent to Havana—except the sick, who were 
transferred to Vera Cruz. This fortress is one of 
the strongest in the world; and now the royal flag no 
longer floats in Mexico. Tbe surrender of the castle 
had caused great rejoicings at Vera Cruz. The gar- 
rison was nearly famished, before the governor cori= 
sented to surrender, though he had enly 150 men. 








Cura. There is every reason to believe that 
Mexico and Colombia are preparing a very formida- 
ble expedition to divest Spain of the possession of the 
island of Cuba, which, we suppose, will be easily ac- 
complished. But if the expedition shall be resisted, 
and the is!and become a theatre for military opera- 
tions, we may make a fearful calculation of its re- 
sult, from the excess of the colored population, al 
ways ready to take any advantage fer their own li- 
beration. The scenes that were acted in Hayti will 
be re acted :m Cuba, sooner or later—and the present 
‘contemplated expedition may only hasten events 
| that must happen. 





—_——_—o 


Cotompra. Bolivar has been re-elected, ynani- 
mousily, president of this republic. Gen. Santander 
has been re-elected vice president. A bank is to be es- 
tablished at Caraccas. 250 emigrants lad arrived at 
Laguira, from Scotland, also a British consul gen- 
‘eral. Com. Daniels has been made one of the order of 
| libertadores, and proceded to Bogota. 








Tus Banpa Orinrac. About 2,000 men, selected 
from the Brazillian troops in the Banda Oriental, 
were completely beaten, on the 12th Oct. last, by 
the patriot forces commanded by Mavableja, weax 
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Duragno—400 of the impertalists were left dead on | Supposed, from what is said of the state of the river 
the field of battle, 470 made prisoners, and more | at Timbuctoo—and yet, unless its navigation be ob- 
than 2,000 stand of arms, with 10 pieces of cannon, structed by rapids or falls, it is among possibilities 
fell iusmediately into the hands of the victors; and) that a large part of its course may be navigated by 
the next day, it seems, that those who had escaped | steam boats! If s0, who can calculate the conse- 
surrendered themselves—so the whole force was | quences? The present known course of the river, 


Jost to his majesty of Frazil. | is through a fertile country, well inhabited by per- 


This relieves the eastern provinces of an enemy,!sons far superior to the common negroes of the 


and they are agein united with the republic of Buenos coast, and there are several populous cities on its 
Ayres. In consequence of this proceeding, the Bra-| banks Under such circumstances, the British sta- 
zillian consul or agent, had demanded his passports, | tion at Feraando Po will become immensely important 
and left the country. The emperor wiil, perhaps, |—and it is besides said to be fertile and healthy. 
still hold Monte Video, as he has the command atsea | 
—but itcan only be an expense to him, or serve as a MANurAcTURING stock. By late sales of stocks at 
place of arms. It is ;rovable that he will declare | Boston, it appears that shares in the Merrimack and 
war against Buenos Ayres—which event, we should | Waltham companies brought more than forty per cent. 
suppose, will unite ail the new republics against him. | above per—notwithstanding many new manutactories 
There were great rejoicings at Buenos Ayres in con- | have lately been made, or are at present building up 
sequence of this splendid victory. lin Massachusetts, and in all parts of New England: 
While we have the pleasure to notice this triumph | and the idea is thrown out, ‘that, after all, manufae- 
of the patriotsin arms, we regret to observe that super- tures wust become the great staple of Boston and its 
atition still wields ber iron sceptre at Buenos Ayres. | neighboriood.” Yea—even nev, | suppose they are 
An Englishman, who had just acrived, unacquainted | 





with the customs of the country, met with a proces- | 


sion of the host, which he did not treat with ‘‘due 
reverence,” by dismounting from his horse—and 
the people pulled him off and so injured him as to 

' 
cause his deato. 


priests and their mobs, ought to be prosecuted; and 
we fiope, that if an American citizen shail be thus 
abused, that our spirited representative at Buenos 
Ayres will seriously take up the case, and ascer- 
tai. whether the priests can compel persons to sub- 
mit to the observance of ceremonies to which they 
may be in conscience opposed, by murdering them on 
the high-way, if they refuse. 





7 Arrica. It hasexcited much curiosity in the pub- 


lic, because that nothing like a regular account, or | 


outline, of the discoveries made in central Africa by 
major Clapperton, who returned to England from his 


expedition, a considerable time ago, has been given | 


tothe world. The Glasgow Courier attempts to re- 


lieve this curiosity, by stating, “from a sure source of 


information,” that the mighty Niger termiuates im 
the Atiantic,in the Bights of Benin and Biatra—not 
far from the island Fernando Po, lately taken pos- 
session of by the British, whose government, it ¥ ould 


appear, was disposed to keep the important fact se- | 
cret, until the necessary regulations to secure the im- | 


mense advantages flowing from the discovery should 
be made. Itis added, that major Laing has been 
furnished with an abstract of major Clapperton’s 
discoveries, which was forwarded to him at Tripoli. 
Me was, in October last, supposed to be at Timouc- 
too, engaged in building a vessel to descend the Niger 
to the sea, and it was thought possible that he would 
reach the Bight of Benin by the month of March 
next. He had with him four or five (black) carpen- 
ters from the United States. 

The facts suggested seein very probable—and a 
slight reference to the map cf Africa will point out 
the importance of the discovery, and enable us to 
form some little notion of the consequences that may 
grise from it. The Niger, after running east about 
2,000 miles, will appear to find a passage somewhere 
through the range of mountains, called the Moun- 
tains of the Moon, and then take a south-wester! 
course for nearly the same distance, before it dis- 
charges itself in the Atlantic. 
of so great a river as the Niger is thought to be, has 
bee, so 'ong hid, and on a part of the coast that bas 
been s»mewhat frequented by trading vessels for so 
manv years, is very mysterious. Possibly, on ac- 
count of evaporation, or from some other cause, the 
fiiseharge of water may not be so Jarge as would be 


Pretty work this ina free country!) 
—and such things, it seems, oftentimes happen. Tie | 


But how the mouth | power of 3,931 horses, afloat in steam packets. 


more important to Boston and its neighborhood, than 
.the foreign commerce carried on in that city: But 
| they make Jess shew and create less bustle than ships 
'—which collected, as it were at one point, have a 
very imposing appearance. And what evil arises 
from this success in manufactures? The prices of 
gouds to the consumer are lower than they would be without 
(hem, and the whole value of them is retained for do- 
|mestic use, to increase the national wealth and pro- 
, mote the happiness of hundreds of thousands of per- 


/sons, in the employment and subsistence aflorded by the 
makingof them. 


Sirver. It is reported that mines of silver have 
‘been lately discovered near Coquimbo, which are 
-apparently richer than any others heretofore known. 
Great quantities have been found by a muletteer, on 
the surface of the earth, and fouror five mines have 
been traced which promised to be almost inexhausti- 
ble. People were flocking to the rich spot, and no 
business was doing at Coquimbo, in consequence of 
the discovery. 
| STEAM ENGINES. There are in Lancashire, Eng- 
land, about 1.548 steam engines at work, with the 
_power of 31,594 horses. Of which the power of 
|20,000 horses is apptied to the spinning of cotton, 
‘and each horse power is calculated to produce as 
| 


— 





much yarn as 1,066 persons could produee 50 years 
}ago; so that the quantity of yarn now spun daily in 
| Lancasbire, by steam, is as much as could have been 
/spun with the distaff and the spindle, by 21,320,000 
| persons— an amount equal to the total population ot 
}the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 
| [This is the great secret of England’s prosperity and 
enormous wealth. It would have been satisfactory if 
the account had added what number of persons— 
,tmale and female, boys and girls, were emploved in 
| those manufactories, to contrast the product of theic 
|jabor and the cost of their subsistence, with the 21 
| mutllions of persons whose work is performed by them, 
_Unrough the aid of steam power and machinery. } 
Estimating the consumption of each horse power 
j at 180 Ibs. of fuel daily, and the working days at 300 
|in the year, the result will be, that the steam engines 
at work in Lancashire, consume 756,820 tons of coal 
yearly. 
Of these engines there are 212, with the power of 
4,875 horses in Manchester, and 79 engines, with the 


it is stated that about four-fifths of the whole 
amount of the cotton trade of England centres in 
Lancashire, and that the capital vested in buildings 
and machinery is about eight millions sterling—nearl¥ 
forty millions of dollars! What then is the amgun' 





jof the whole capital employed? 
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While on the subject of steam engines, it may be } services, or the loss of a limbin the Jate war, must not 
well to add-—that passengers are conveyed across the ; come into excuse for neglect of public duty, or of 
sea, from Liverpool to Dublin, at stx pence per head. incompetency to perform it.* It is better that they 
The distance is about 150 miles. But man has con- | should be maintained by peasions, or that they should 
quered distance. be possessed of sinecures, by which they may be 
comfortably subsisted, than stand in the way of active 
A cranppusiness! We have heard many rumors | and intelligent persons who will enforce obedience 
and reports concerning one of the grandest operations| to the laws, and prevent frauds on the people, 
that ever was performed at a custom-house, and have | through robberies of their treasury. 

been astonished that some one acquainted with the {The name of the merchant above alluded to, is 
facts, has not made a public statement of it These | Edward Thompson—17,180 packages of tea is given 
are some of the things which are said, and which, no} as the exact amount taken from the public stores— 
doubt, are substantially truae—that a late great East} large quantities of them have been siezed at differ- 
Indta merchant, at Philade!phia, has so managed} ent places, but without having the certificates with 
matters as to get out of the cu tom-house stores, a! them—upwards of 1,100 at New York; 60 that it 
mighty quantity of tea, [seventeen thousand packages, | would appear that certificates had not been obtained 








it is said], without paying or securing the duties, 
and to have also obtained from the custom-house the 
usual certijicates which the law prescribes shall ac- 
company every package of tea, to prevent it from be- 
ing seized as illegally imported! 

How these things have been managed, by either 
party to them,is incomprehensible to us—yet the 
fact of such management ts positively stated. 

The merchant, alluded to, has failed, as well as 
his securities at the custom-house on other cargoes of 
goods imported, and the loss to the United States 
will be enormous. 

This affair will, no doubt, be closely investigated, 


. and lead, we hope, to a thorough over-hauling of the 


custom-house establishment. An immense amount 
-of smuggling and other frauds are committed, espe- 
cially in teas, coflee, sugar, wines and spirits, and 
certain descriptions of dry goods—equal, I should 
suppose, to not much less than 15 or 20 per cent. 
of the whole received for duties onthem! The estab- 
lishinent wants a brushing-up, such as has been given 


by the post-master general: who is now obtaining a_ 


handsome revenue tothe government for that which 
always brought us largely in debt, though he has might- 
tily extended the accommodation which the mails af- 
ford to the people of the United States. There are too 
many fat and idle drones in office—men that, with 
a very few exceptions, would notconnive at frauds, 
but really too indolent and inefficient to prevent 
them. Let all such be dismissed—and all be taught 
thatthey shall do the business which they are paid 
for dying, or be discharged. All that has been done 
in the post-office department may more easily be 
done in the custom-louse establishment, if the same 
decisive conduct is adopted by the head of it. There 


for the whole quantity , 

“It is ascertained, says the Democratic Press, that 
; the amount of duties due to the goverument of the 
United States, by Edward Thompson, js, as nearly 
as may be, nine hundred thousand dollars. ‘The securi- 
ty taken by the custotn house, is said to be utterly uas 
avle to pay any partof this immense sum.” 

What then will be the whole loss to government 
_—the duties that were payable on the teas being #d- 
| ded to the amount of the bonds which he has given?} 








Securities. The “Georgia Patriot,” published at 
Milledgeville, on the 6th inst. gives us a curious article 
On security-ships, in Stating what happened when the 
recently appointed treasurer of the state offered bond 
| for the faithful performance of his duty. Itis stated 
| that the former treasurer’s bond had been accepted, 
| though it “had only eight securities, all of whom only 
gave in 190 negroes, with land in proportion,” yet tue 
ew treasurer’s was rejected “with 21 securities, who 
gave 495 negroes.”? The words quoted are tiiose used 
in the account. They are novel to us, and provably 
will be so te the greater part of our readers. But 
it shews that in Georgia, pecuniary responsibility is 
thought to rest on the quantity of ‘negroes’ thata 
person possesses. 

E.eciions. The principle upon which Mr. Ten 
(Eyck was returned to the house of representatives 
| Was, thatthe word junior had been omitted after the 





} 








jhame of Daniel Huguenin, by the inspectors of elec- 


|tions when making up their certificates, &c. at three 
different places, at which 422 votes for him had been 
jtaken. The committee of elections of the house of 
| representatives, however, counted these votes, and 

then Mr. Huguenin fad 116 votes more than his com- 


is nothing like precision in an executive oficer—with. | pelitor, and so took his seatin the house. 


Outit, all other good qualities lose the chief part of 
their value. This was the prominent fault, | always 
Suppused, in the good and venerable Mosroe—that 


- etree 


Printixg. “The Napier Press” is tn successful 
operation at New York; and the ‘‘American” and 


he sutfered his feelings as a man, to overcome his (|‘*Daily Advertiser” are printed -by it. it does the 


judgment a8 a magistrate; and millions have been 
fost to the public treasury, through a destructive 
laxity which prevailed in the administration of the 
pubtic affairs. We hope better things of Mr. Adains; 
and, whether he is right or wrong, we muy cxpect 
decision; with the impossibility of mistaking what 
course he will pursue, when he shall have made a 
determination about it, unless his judgment is changed 
by after events. An executive officer should be a| 
very Brutus, to pass judgment even on his own son; 
but alter that, |would have him to be a man, asking 
that mercy Which justice denied; which, when asked 
for rightly, will always be obtained. But it is one 
of ine most miserabie mistakes that ever was made, 
to appoint a person to office who is not entirely eom- 
petent to perform its duties or to keep one in office 
who neglects them, on the score of former services 
or any other account Wlistever. These should al- 
Was- oe remembered and produ e a preference, wher 
the capscitics of rival candidates are only equally 


work of siz presses—and so makes a most important 
Saving of time in publishing a daily paper, and especi- 
ally an evening gazette. 

Sure eeieowe. The frigate, lately launched at 
New York, built by Mr. Eckfurt, is nearly ready for 
sea, and will soon sail for Colombia, to which repub- 
lic she belongs. Sheis called the “South America,”’ 
and described as a first-rate vessel—splendidly fitted 

*These remarks are general and not either special 
or local—but would particularly exempt, trom their 
application, the most excellent man who holds the 
station of collector of the portof Baltimore—a sol- 
dier of the revolution, and who also was wounded in 
the late war, when he volunteered his services to 
meet the enemy at North Point. There is no one, 
perhaps, in any office in the gift of the government, 
more able to discharge the duties of his place, or 
hore zealous in discharging them—aend he ts always 








esteemed. Venerable old age and revolutionary’ 


to be found at bit post. 
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Up and superbly furnished, with brass and other or- 
namental work—the brass onher capstan alone, cost 
4,000 dollars, and this may afford some idea of her 
magnificence. But her essential qualities are as highly 
spoken of—she is built of live oak and red cedar, and 
is 180 fect long on deck. She mounts 62 guns—thirty 
$2 pounder carronades on the spar-deck, and thirty 
Jong 32’s on her main deck She was lately visited 


—=—— 
5c }>During the week, ending on the 13th instant, 
the letters mailed at the post office in Washington 
city, amounted to thirty-three thousand eight hundred 
and twelve. They were chiefly free-letters from mem- 
bers of congress to their friends, enclosing papers or 
documents, for the spread of intelligence, 








DEPARTURE OF LAFAYETTE FROM THE U. Srares. 


by a large party of distinguished gentlemen, some of | The editor of the Irishman, a journal conducted wit, 


whom were naval and military officers, who speak of 
her equipment in the most handsome manner. 





Transportation. A hundred weight of goods, via 


great ability, at Belfast, in lreJand, has copied the pro. 

ceedings at Washington, on this occasion, in Septem. 

ber last, accompanying them with these remarks: 
‘“We this day give to our readers one of the mos! 





the Erie canal, can be transported from the city of; interesting scenes which can be laid before the hu- 
New York to Columbus, the capital of Ohio, for; man mind—the departure and farewell address of 
two dollars and fifty cents. To bring the same weight | the greatest republic the world ever saw to that ve. 


from Philadelphia costs four dollars, though the dis- 
tance is much less. 

Anturicire coat. The following important arti- 
cle is from the Miner’s Journal, published at Mount 





teran hero, whose sword was one of the first in the 
field to assert her freedom. The address of Mr. 
Adams is a chaste and beautiful composition—a 
| triumphant recapitulation of the glories of liberty— 


Carbon, Pennsylvania, on the 16th inst. jand the reply of the old soldier is characterized by 


Snielting iron with Schuylkill coal. We stated a short 
time since, that the Messrs. Potts had erected a blast 
furnace for smelting iron ore at this place. Those 


jall the fire of youth and wisdom of oldage. The 
| Irishman feels no small pleasure in being the first 
journal to give these immortal productions to the 


gentlemen have for some time been making expe-j| pecple of Ireland.” 


yiments upon pig iron and iron ore, with Anthricite 
coal. It affords us much pleasure to state, that they 
faily succeeded in smelting pig iron, entirely with 
Anthricite, and that they could proeure an increase 
of iron, of from ten to fifteen per cent. in weight.— 
They have now discovered, that by adding one bushel 
of stone-coal to seven of charcoal, a furnace will 
carry twice the weight of ore that it weuld without 
the stone-coal. Or, in other words, that one bushel 
of stone-coal willsave, in every charge, seven bushels 
of charcoal. And in addition, that the gait of the 
furnace is thereby so much checked, as to require 
from four to six charges less in every twenty-four 
hours, or that the fire isnearly one-third more dura- 
ble. They add that the more pure the iron ore, 
the more successful will be the process. 





Nonitrry! The duke of St. Albans, who, it is 
stated, has married Mrs. Coutts, formerly a play-ac- 
tress, is himself said to be a descendant of the famous 
Nell Gwynn, whose eldest son was ennobled by 
@harles Il, and called the earl of Burford, afterwards 
duke of St. Albans, Nell wasalso an actress. 

The duke of St Albans is hereditary grand falconer 
of England, with a salary of 2,000/. a year, and en- 
titled tocertain special privileges, such as that he and 
his wife may ride in Hyde Park, &c. 





GENERAL Post orrice. The following abstract of 
Teceipts at post offices in the several states and terri- 
tories, is taken froma report laid before congress 
by the post-master general: 
fectract of receipts at post-offices in the several states and 


territories. 
Maine 20,032 58 | Georgia 86,462 42 
N. Hampshire 10,033 26 | Tennessee 13,416 58 
Massachusetis 53,201 6U | Ohio 24,900 14 
Rhode Island 11,256 12 | Kentucky 21,501 09 
Connecticut - 25,568 99 | Indiana 4,701 84 
Vermont 11,311 32 | Mississippi 8,587 01 
New York 162,223 56 | Missouri 5,173 $1 
New Jersey 14,796 96 | Louisiana 22,443 66 | 
Pennsylvania 110,547 O1 | Illinois 2,459 04 
Delaware 4,604 50} Alabama 15,331 21 
Maryland 50,830 01 | Arkansas 782 05 
Virginia 61,751 52 | Michigan 1,345 19 
Worth Caroling 22,487 03 | Florida 1,093 53 
south Carolina 40,614 44] Dist Columbia 9,504 58 








$17,023 09 
The report was laid on the table, and ordered to 


General Lafayette’s last act in America. We perceive. 
by the “North Star,” printed at Danville, Vermont, 
that general Larayetre has addressed a letter to 
general Fietcher, from on board the Brandywine, on 
the subject of the imprisonment of general William 
Barton, and enclosed a draft, with a request that the 
sum for which general Barton was confined should 
be paid. That request hasbeen complied with, and 
general Barton was informed that he was no longe: 
a prisoner. 

With what emotions of surprise and gratitude, 
says the Star, this intelligence was received by the 
valiant captor of Prescott, can be better imagmed 
than deseribed. The scene was rendered more in- 
teresting by the peculiarly delicate manner in which 
the business was conducted, aad the fact announced 
by general Fletcher. Many excellent sentiments 
were given by those assembled to witness the scene, 
and all participated in the satisfaction which was ex- 
pressed, that general Barton was at liberty to return 
| to his family, after a separation of more than thirteen 
ycars! 





WarerepuHants. The following statement is mad< 
in the British general Campbell’s account of the 
capture of Donabew, from the Burmese. 

“During the siege, the enemy made several bold 
and desperate sorties on our lines. In one of these 
sorties, a scene at once nevel and interesting pre- 
sented itself in front of both armies; seventeen large 
elephants, each carrying a complement of armed 
men, and supported by a column of infantry, were 
observed moving down towards our right flauk: I di- 
rected the body guard, under capt. Sneyd, to charge 
them; and they acquitted themselves most handsome 
ly, muxing boldly with the elephants; they shot their 
riders off their backs and finally drove the whole i: 
to the fort.” 





Maine. Two cotton factories, a clothier’s factory, 
& fulling-mill, saw-mil}, alath and clap-board factory, 
a bucket manufactory, a grist-mill and a carding aud 
machine shop, with a number of other buildings, were 
destroyed by fire, on the 17th inst. at Brunswick— 
loss estimated at between two and. three hundred 


thousand dollars. 





Massacnvusetts. Carter, the person who com- 


mitted a highly aggravated assault on the person 0! 
an aged female, was executed at Worcester on tle 
7th inst. in the presenee of a great concourse of pev- 
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ple, many of whom were females, assembled to se 
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the show! It is a shame that women, pretending to; 
the good qualities of their sex, should thus expose 
themselves to the suspicion of being—‘“no better than | 
they should be.” Carter met his fate with great. 
seeming indifference. 

There is one excuse, however, that may some- 
timesbe offered for the attendance of the most deli- 
cate and devout fernales. It is occasionally given out, | 
by the pious and learned clergymen who attend per- 
sons condemned to death, as if they were certainly to 
have a quick passage to the regions of the blessed, and, 
in such cases, females may surely be present to see 
the commencement of the voyage!——-We wish most 
sincerely—most solemnly, repentance and forgive- 
ness to all who hare offended against the laws that 
God has established, and which man has enforced for 
his own preservation; but we cannot regard any thing 
as more imprudent, perhaps more injurious, and out- 
yageous, if not base, than the proceedings of some 
clergymen, who would almost make us believe, that 
one ought to be the greatest of scoundrels on earth, 
that he may repent of his sins and rush into heaven, 
through the admission of certain articles of faith, 
and acompliance with certain forms. 

Of the 1,395 votes given for a mayor of Boston, 
Josiah Quincy received 1,202—and, of course, was 
re-elected. 
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A piece of land in “South Boston,” opposite the 
House of Industry, that sold for 3,300 dollars four 
years ago, was recently disposed of for 25,750 dol- 
iars. 

A Marblehead papergives a list of thirty-seven 
fishing vessels, with an aggregate of five hundred and 
forty-seven thousand fish, which have arrived at that 
port within a few weeks. The average freight of 
each vessel is about fifteen thousand. 





Vermont. Contrary to our hopes, it appears that 
the legislature of this state made one or two banks 
before adjournment. 

The present population of this state is 260,000—in 
1800, 154,000. The manufacture of iron and of 
wool, together with the raising of sheep, are doing 
great things for Vermont. There are upwards of 
100 different manufacturing companies in the state, 
50 turnpike companies—two colleges with 350 stu- 
dents, and common schools in abundance. This 
mountain region is one of the most prosperous in the 
United States. The outlet to the sea by the New 
York canal, is of immense importance to it. But it 
wants another from the east side of the mountains, 
py the Connecticut river, and, we hope, will soon 

ave it. 

The day before the late adjournment of the legis- 
lature, a nectarine message was delivered to the 
house of representatives, as follows: 

““Mr. Bell informed the house that he was request- 
ed by his excellency to invite the members to call 
and take a glass of wine with him at Cottrill’s hotel, 


4b 





According to a report made to the New Jersev 
legislature, it appears that the amount of the stock 
of the several banking, insurance, and canaling 
companies, of the state, is $8,875,000, of which there 
has been actually paid in $3,175,666: the annual tax 
received thereon by the state, is $31,877 62 cents; the » 
whole amount of premiums on charters, or bonus- 
es, authorized to be paid, is $235,253 50 cents; and 
the amount actually paid to the state treasury, 
$91,033 50 cents. 
The commissioners for examining the concerns of 


' the Lombard bank, state, that the whole capital of 


the company is sunk, and that there will be a defi- 
ciency for the discharge of its debts, of thirty nine 
thousand, three hundred and eighty-one dotiars, nineteen 
cents. 

Pennsytvanta. There are to be stated monthly 
sales of domestic goods at Philadelphia. The first 
to take place on the first day of February next, ani! 
it is thought will comprise “the largest and best as. 
sortment of colored goods ever offered in this coun- 
try!’ Every package in the catalogue to be sold wit!f- 
out reserve. 

There was a great fire at Pittsburg on the 15th 
inst. It commenced in a cabinet maker’s shop. 
Nearly thirty tenements, chiefly frame buildings, 
were destroyed, besides an extensive brewery. 





Maryann. Lines of packets have been establish- 
ed between Baltimore and Charleston, Savannah and 
New Orleans—to arrive and depart at certain fixed 
periods, as nearly as wind and weather will permit. 
The arrangements appear to be excellent, and the 
‘result must be beneficial to the commercial commt- 
nity. 





TENNESSEE. The present general assembly of the 
state of Tennessee, is composed of sixty members, 
of whom 21 where born in Virginia; 16 North Caro- 
lina; 14 Tennessee; 3 Kentucky; 2 Pennsylvania; 
2 Maryland; 1 South Carolina; 1 dreland. 

Their professions are as follows: 

Farmers, or not professional, 38; lawyers in prac- 
tice 12; doctors 5; merchants 5. 

A Knoxville paper says—The average number of 
wagons which annually deposite their loads in Knox- 
ville, is given at 975: and of wagons, carts and car- 
riages which annually pass to the west, at from 4 
to 5,090. -——-— 

Louistana. It appears that many negroes are stolen 
or enticed from Louisiana, and carried beyond the 
Sabine. There also seems to bea complete nest of 
counterfeiters at work in the province of Texas. 

The brig Grecian, lying at New Orleans, and laden 
with 350 hhds. of sugar and a large quantity of rum 
and cotton, was completely destroyed by fire on the 
28th ultimo. | 

Frorma. A publie dinner has been given at Pen- 








and that this invitation was predicated upon the cir- 
cumstance of his excellency’s being about to relin- 
quish the gubernatorial chair.—The house concurred.” 

A wild cat, measuring four feetiand a half from 
his nose to the end of his tail, was lately killed near 
Windsor, in this state. 





New York. There was a great fire in the city on 
the morning ofthe 15th inst. A large block of build- 
ings on Spring, Thompson, Sullivan and Broome 
streets, was destroyed—Loss estimated at 70 or 80,000 
dollars. Nearly one hundred poor families were 
deprived of their homes by this conflagration. 





New Jersey. Ata late agricultural fair at Bor- 
dentown, the exhibition of grass bonnets, in imitation 
,of the Leghorn, bed quilts made of down feathers, and 
specimens of silk, attracted much attention. 


sacola, to commodores Bainbridge, Warrington and 

Biddle, United States commissioners to fix on a site 

| for a naval depot—judge Brackenridge presided over 

| the feast. 

} The crew of the John Adams, lately arrived from 
a cruise, had suffered much from the fever—ten per- 
sons died of this dreadful disease during the month 

of October—six of them had the black vomit. 

| Myssourr. The trade to Santa Fe is reported te 
have been completely over-done. ‘The Mexican vil- 
lages are filled with goods from Missouri, and there is 

/no money cireulating to purchase them with. For 

| the want of this medium of remittance, the price of 

‘mules has risen so much that they could not be bar- 

tered for with a prospect of profit. 

| The immigration to this state is very powerful— 

| said to be chiefly from Kentucky and Tennessee. 
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Aransas. The receipts of the territory of Ar-;ties of Georgia, I sincerely hope that those officers 
kansas for the last two years, has been $16,168 13; 


: . may, so far as you have power, be brought to trial} 
aud the expenditures $24,231 284, leaving a balance|and punishment. But yet, according to your own 
against the territory of $8,063 154, which 1s now due. | doctrines, this does not impair the validity of the trea- 
About $13,927 is due to the territory from sherifls ty. The legislature of Georgia will, therefore, on 
and otber officiai defautters. its first mecting, be advised to resist any efforts which 
amr ne ae may te ay to wrest from the state the territory 
r . acquired by that treaty, and no matter by what au- 

Letter from SOV. Troup. thority Pee. eflort be Sadie: The hostile Indians 

Copy of a leiter from gov. Troup to the secretary at war.{ having resolved, they will never surrender it but 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, with their lives, and you having passively acquiesced 

Milledgeville 16th tugust 1825. | iv this resolution, because of the appeal made to your 

Sir—I have received your letter of the 2ist ult. magnanimity and geverosity, and, it being obvious 


giving the desired explanation of the former one of that our right not asserted now, is lost to us forever, 
the 15th day of June just, in which you wrote of un-! if the legislature shail fail to vindicate that right, the 
defined responsibilities which this government must | responsibility will be theirs, not mine. 

incur, if it attempted the survey of the lands acquired With great respect, G. M. TROUP. 
from the Creéks, and which results in theemployment| Honorabie James Barbour, 

of the bayonet on your partand of the tomahawk and Secretary of war, Washington city. 
scalping knife on the part of the Indians, if the sur- itatnincctiiniatiieanin _ 

vey be attempted. I thank you for this explanation, m 

for whether your intent were good or evil, it equally Navy Department. 
became you to make it. You make known at the! pocumenrts 
same time, the resoiution of the president to refer the 
treaty to congress, on the allegation, that intrigue and 
treachery have been employed to procure it. This Navy depariment, Dec. 2. 1825. 
at ones putsa stop to the survey, and you wil! inform The seeretary of the navy respectfully submits te 
the president that, until the will of the legislaiure of! the president of the United States the following state- 
Georgia ts expressed, nu meusures wili be taken to) ments respecting the concerns of the navy depart- 
execute the survey. The executive of Georgia has: ment, during the present yeor. 

no authority i the civil war with which the state is | The vesse!s in commission, for active service, atsea, 
menaced, to strike the first blow, nor has it the in-| have been the same as they were at the close of the 
clination to provoke it. This ts left for those who) last year, with the following exceptions: 
have 5oth the inclination and authority,and who pro-| The frigate Brandywine, then on the stocks at the 
fess .o love the union best. navy yard in this plaee, has been launched and fitted 

Vie legislature wiil, on their first meeting, decide. out, and is now apart of the Mediterranean squadron. 
What. in this respect, the rights and interests of the’ The schooner Nonsuch has been sold, because she 
Staie demand ~~ , Was so far décayed that it was not ‘‘for the interest 
In the mean time, the right to make the survey is of the United States to repair her.” The schooner 

ascertained, and the reference of tie treaty to Con- Ferret was lust in a gale on the coast of Cuba, on the 
gress tor revision, protested against, without any, fonrth of February last. The beagle and Terrier have 
Quaiiiication. Itis true, sir, that, according to my Own | been sold under the law of the last session, entitled 
opinion, if there be fraud and corruption in the pro |**An act to authorize the building of ten sloops of 
curement of the treaty, it ought to be set aside by the war, and for other purposes” The latter recently ar- 
indignant expression of the nation’s wiil—the taint | rived at Wilmington, North Carolina, in distress, and 
of such corruption, according to that opinion, wou'd! was disposed of, at public auction, at that place. The 
suffice to render void an instrument of any kind. But! proceeds of the sales of the vessels sold, have been 
of what avail is this opinion aguinst your Own esta-| carried to the funds designaied by law. The Decoy 
blished maxims and precedents? You would deny it] js still used as a stere-ship, but will be sold on her re- 
as the visionary speculations of a wild enthusiast,! turn to the United States. The Sea Gull has been 
because you would refer me to all your Indian trea- | profitably converted into a receiving vessel, at Phila- 
ties —you would present to me, in fullrelhef, the de-! delphia. 
cision of your supreme court in the case of Fietcher hy decay, and the rest are retained on the Florida 
and Peck, where a feigned issue being made to settle 


station. 
the principle, the principle was settled, that the legisla- The Fox, a schooner of fifty-three tons, is the 
ture of Georgia, having by bribery and corruption, sold | only cruising vesse! remaining, of those purchased un- 
the inheritance of the people for a mess of pottage,} der the “act authorizing an additional naval force for 
the grant passed a vested right, which could by no} the suppression of piracy.” 
possibility be divested, and, therefore, that the con- The paper marked A exhibits the vessels in 
gress had no alternative but to surrender the territory | commission, and the station on which each is em- 
o! Alabamaand Mississippi, or compromise the claim. | ployed. 
They chose the latter, and gave five millions of dol-; The West India squadron now con sists of the fri- 
jars to-the cluimants, of which we paid our full pro-! gate Constellation, corvette John Adams, sloop Hor- 
portion, Whuiist, therefore, | present my own opie | net, brig Spark, schooners Grampus, Shark and Fox, 
hion on the one hand, you have on the other my pub | and the store-ship Decoy. with the barges. The du- 
lic and official protestation in strict accord and uni- |} ties assigned to it have ‘been signally accomplished 
sion with yours and all your constituted authorities’ | Several captures of pirates were made, in the early 
decisions, and which place the treaty upon such high! part of the year, of which the documents annexed 
ground, that, no matier by what execrable basevess it | furnish an account. Since that time, the principa? 
may have been elevated there, even the congress 01 | places where piracy existed, have been diligently 
the U. States cannot reach it. watched, and no complaints on the subject have been 
It may be otherwise, but Ido sincerely belicve,! made, to the knowledge of the department, for seve- 
that no Indian treaty has ever been negociated and} 1al months past. 
cout iuded in better faith, than the one which is the Captain Warrington, an active, systematic, and en.- 
subicct of this letter. Hf it be otherwise, having terprising officer, commands in that quarter, and, 
been concluded by your own officers, against your} seconded as he is, hy a commendable zeai and skill 
instructions, without any particpation of the authori-; in his subordinate officers; it is believed thathe wil 
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ACCOMPANYING THE MESSAGE OF TEE 
PRESIDENT. 
Report from the navy department. 





Some of the burges have become useless, 
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rs continue to repress that evil, which has, heretofore, ; eoast of Flerida procured, as seemed necessary to 
ia} nroduced so much anxiety and distress. accomplish the objects of that law. The expediency 
vi There have been thirteen deaths among the officers | of establishing a ‘“‘naval cepot” on the guifof Mexi- 
‘A= attached to that squadron, occasioned by diseases con- | CO, Was determined at the last session of congress, 
5a tracted either in the vessels or in the ports of the West and an appropriation made for the purpose. What 
ch Indies. has been cone by the department, on that subject, 
ry Against danger from this cause, the commanding will be seen by the preceding part of this report. 
u- officer was particularly instructed to be upon his A detailed statement of the surveys of Charleston 
ns guard, and has, no doubt, been attentive to his or- | and St. Mary’s to be accompanied by achart, is now 
ut Jers; but severe exposures are incident to the ser- | preparing, by the officers who were employed on 
: view, and where so many officers are subjected to | that duty, may be communicated in the progress of 
1 them, it must be expected that they will prove fatal; the session, should it be wished, and will be some ’ 
1s to some; especially to those who are not very cautious | guide in forming an opinon “on the expediency of es- 
r, inguarding their health. We have been, however, | tablishing a navy yard, at either of those places, for , 
e so far fortunate, as to suffer Jess, from this cause, in , the building and repairing of sloops of way and other 
the present than in the preceding years, arising prob- | vessels of an inferior class.” 
ably, in part, from achange in the size and charac-{ There are stiil, perhaps, one or two places on the | 
ter of the vessels employed; and steady attention is| coast of Georgia and South Carolina, which it would : 
aid to the subject, and such arrangements made, as! be proper to survey, but the appropriation is expend- : 
yive the best hopes of lessening the evil. Although ed. These surveys, with others which have, from t 
sickness has prevailed at Thompson’s Island to a| timeto time, been made under the direction of the 
distressing extent, it has been less severe than here-| department, have, to acertain extent, been useful, 
r tofore. Two officers have died there, and their! but they have also been very expensive, in propor- 
deaths are prebably not to be attributed solely to the; tion to their usefulness. Made under special a )° 
climate. | focn. gpeege and special acts of congress, the ofii- 
The station at that place having been found un-| cers, and other means for their execution were 
» healthy, a surrender of the buildings occupied by the; to be collected at the time, and all the expense 
~ war department, at Pensacola, was obtained for the) of organiZing those means to be encountered at 
. > purpose, and arrangements made early in the spring, | the commencement of every survey, and to be dis- 
= forthe removal of the stores, &c. tothem. An or- | posed of at its termination; a large part of the a 
° ~ der for the transfer was issued on the 24th of May,! propriations has necessarily been expended for this 
. fo re sent by the Decoy; but an unexpected accident, purpose; and I would respectiully suggest, that a more 
delayed the sailing of that vessel until the 13th July, | reguiar and systematic, and, therefore, economical 
| and she had an unusually long passage of between for-, plan, should be adopted. Our whole coast ougtt to 
| ty and fifty days. ; The acquaintance with it, of our best 


The transfer has sinee been made | be surveyed. 
and Pensacola is now the rendezvous of the squad- informed men, boih on jand and water, is much more 
3 ron, and will continue so: the site fora navy yard! Supertietal thao it ought tobe. There is scarcely a 
tlence our 


> ee 





and depot having been selected, at that place under , 
the act of congress, entitled “an act authorizing the | 
establishment of anavy yard and depot on the coast! 
of Florida, in the guif of Mexico.” 

Immediately after the passage of that law, on the 
3rd March last, measures were taken to obtain such 
information, not then in the possession of the depart- 
ment, as was necessary to a safe execution ofthe, 
power, and this being procured, arrangements were | 
made to send out captains Bainbridge, Warrington | 
and Biddle, to make the selection of a site. 

They sailed from Norfolk on the 13th of October, 
and arrived at Pensacola, after a very short passage, 
on the 25th; lost no time in completing a full exami- 
nation of the places which were considered most | 
likely to answer for such an establishment; and hare 
made such a selection as their intelligence aud dis- 
cretion dictated. Their report was received at the' 
department on the first December, and has been trans- | 
Gitted to, and approved by, you. 

The orders under which they acted, together with | 
their report, are annexed. 


— 





The experience of the department, and personal: 


observation during the last year, have entirely satis-| by, and it may be said that its general health during 
fied me that the greater part, if not the whole, of our } the year, has bee, and that it now is, as good as is 
navy yards, are badly located; and that a very large | common with our squadron in thatsea. Thvee only a 
proportion of the public money, which has been, and; of our officers, and very few of the men, have died; ie 


continues to be, expended upon them, might have | 
been saved, by a wiser location at the commence 
ment. A desire to avoid the recurrence of this evil 
induced me to adopt the mode of selecting the site | 
for the Florida navy yard; a mode in which the best | 
skill would be exercised, in the absence of all private | 
interests and feelings. 

Under the law of the last year, entitled “An act au- 


| sarily hazarded. 


mile ofit whichis thoroughly known. 
commerce, and the interests uf our navy, suffer great- 
ly, even in time of peace, and, in war, are unneces- 
The last war exhibited, in many 
instances in the evemy, a knowledge on this subject, 
not inferior to thal , -ssessed by ourselves. Itseems 
due to the character of the jation and to the interests 
of commerce, and of the paval service, thata more 
systematic and scientiie mode of making these sur- 
veys Should be adopted that they shouid exiend over 
the whole coast; and that means, commensurate with 
the ovject, should de placed under the control of this 
or some other department. A naval school would, 
in ashort time, furnish cheap and valuable meang 
oi accomplishing them. 

The Mediterranean squadron, at this time, consists 
of the North Carolina 74, frigates Brandywine and 
Constitution, and sloops Ontario and Erie, and is still 
under the command of commodore Rodgers. A slight 
temporary alarm existed in the course of the summer, 
respeciing its health, resulting from accidental 
causes; but, frou; communications recently received 
from commedore Rodgers, appears to have passed 


and no extensive sickness has prevailed among 
(hem. 

The general objects of the squacron have continu- 
ed the same as in former years, but additional impor- 
tance has been given to its presence, in the eastern 
part of the Mediterranean, by the nature of the con- 


ltest between Greece and Turkey, and the inconve- 
| nience to our commerce, itkely to result from it. 


thorizing an examination of the harbor of Charles-| Some injuries must neecssurily be anticipated, and 


ton, in South Carolina, of St. Mary’s in Georgia, and | 


some have aciuaily been felt, from the unauthorized 


of the coast of Florida, and for other purposes,” sur- | abuse of the flag of one of the contending parties to 


buch examinations and surveys of Pensacola and the 


veys have been made of the harbors mentioned, and | 


purposes of plunder. ‘The presence of the whole 
squadron there for a short period, and the continu- 


a 

























a 


ow, a i a 
erred Sere eed 


gh 8 


: 


in astate which merits approbation. 











ance of a portion of it for a much longer time, have, 
no doubt, prevented numerous trespasses upon our 
rights. 

The commanding officer has been dirccted to yield 
@ suitable protection to our commerce with Smyrna, 
and other places on the borders of that sea, and will, 
with his usual correctness and energy, discharge the 
trust confided te him. The squadron will rendez- 
vous at Mahon for the winter, the Spanish govern- 
ment having granted permission to deposite there, 
without charge, the stores necessary for its use. 
No positive exertion of force has been required to 
maintain our rights, nor has any incident, calling for 
particular mention, occurred, in preserving the dis- 
cipline and health of the squadron. The whole is now 


The Cyane, lately returned from that station, and is 
about to perform a short cruize on the coast of South 
America, bordering on the Atlantic, having in view 
the general interests of our commerce, and a com- 
munication with the public agents of the government 
in that quarter. She is commanded by Captain 
Eljiot. 

The schooner Porpoise will sail in a few cays to 
join the squadron, and wi}! carry orders for the fri- 
gate Brandywine to return to the United States, with 
the view to prepare her for acruise in the Pacific, 
to relieve the frigate United States, in the course of 
the comingsummer. It would, probably, be better 
not to lessen the force now in the Mediterranean, 
but itcannot be avoided, unless such an appropria- 
tion should be made, as to enable the department to 
put another frigate or ship of the line in commis- 
S10n. 

Our naval force in the Pacific still consists of the 
frigate United States, the sloop of war Peacock, and 
the schooner Dolphin, under the command of cap- 
tain Hull. Our commerce in that ocean having suf- 
fered severely from the war between Spain and 
South America, being alternately the prey of those | 
who used the flag of voth parties, a determination 
was formed to recommend such an increase of our 





force as would be sufficient to command respect, 
and security for our interests, on every part of the 
extensive coasis of Chili and Peru, and enable the | 
commanding officer, occasionally, to send a vessel to | 
eruise along the coast cf Mexico, California, and to 
the mouth of the Columbia river. But this addition is } 
not considered indispensably necessary at this time. 
The war in Chili and Peru is nearly closed, and there 
is no Spanish naval force on the water. This state of | 
things has relieved entirely from the depredations of | 
one party, and taken from the other, all those ex- 
cuses which are usually found under the claim of 
belligerent rights. Our interesisand commerce are, | 
therefore, comparatively safe, and do not require a 
large auginentation of force to protect them. 

It is, nevertheless, thought proper to add one ves- 
sc}, a sloop of war, to the squadron; and when the 
extent of the coast, and the islands and ocean, and 
the variety and magnitude of our commerce upon 
them, is considered, no hesitation is felt in assuming 
it as a fact, that our interests require at least four | 
vessels for their protection, even in a state of peace | 
between all the powers, whose rights and commerce | 
extend to that portion of the globe. It is proposed | 
therefore, in ihe course of the ensuing summer, to} 
send another sloop of war to the Pacitic, and alse to | 
velieve the frigate United States by a vessel of the | 
ame class. 

Orders were given, on the 24thof May last, to com- 
modore Hull, to visit, at a convenient and proper 
lime, the Society and Sandwich islands, for the pur- | 
pose of looking to the interesis of our navigators, and 
io endeavor to relieve some of the latter isiands | 
jrom a number of American seamen, who having de- | 
serted, have given great annoyance both to our ves- | 








sels and to the inhabitants. It is hoped he wil]} 
able to make that visit before he returns to the Unis 
ed States, and that it will have a salutary effect. 
The distance to our squadron in the Pacific, ap 
the length and uncertainty of the passages round Ca, 
Horn, render it extremely inconvenient to make t), 
necessary communications between the departme, 
and the commanding officer. In some instanc, 
within the last two or three years, it has been foup, 
necessary to send special messengers for the purpo 
It is believed that a regular line of communicatig, 
through Panama and the isthmus, may be establish. 
at smail expense, so as to furnish a periodical co, 
veyance in both directions, as often as once in four 
six weeks. Itis wished, by the department, to hay 
such a plan in operation in the course of the ensuin, 
spring. Should the wish be gratified, great benef 
will result to the public service, and the effect ont 
mercantile interests of the country may be estimat 
by those who best understand the extent of our cop 
merce in the Pacific and the difficulty of correspon( 
ing with commercial agents there. 
Inconveniencies having been heretofore felt, in 
fisheries to the north, particularly in the bay of Fu 
dy, and on the coast of Newfoundland, it was though 
that the presence of a public vessel might be usefy 
there. The schooner Porpoise, under the commant 
of master commandant Parker, was, therefore, sent 
early in June; and, after making an examination 
throughout the line of fisheries, as far north as 55 de 
grees, 9 minutes of latitude, returned to New York, o: 
the 25th October. The reports of captain Parker hay 


been satisfactory, and the cruise beneficial. Th 


only injury to our fishermen, of which informatio; 


was received, was, that a small number of them had 


been, in the early part of the season, and before th 
arrival of the Porpoise, ordered away from Higurat: 
vay, by the French, who claim a right to the use o 
that bay, exclusive of all other nations: a right t 
which our government has not assented. 

it is proposed that asimilar cruise be made durin; 
the fishing season of the next year. 

Due attention has been paid to the agency for re 
captured Africans, and vessels, from time to time, 
sent to it, and to accomplish the objects of the law: 
for the suppression of the slave trade. No informs 


| tion has been received of our flag beingused in tha! 


trade, although it continues to exist, and it is tobe 


Meat 
feared that some of our citzens are engaged in i! 


The situation of the agency has not been materiall; 
changed since the last communication respecting it. 

The expenditures during the year, so far as ye! 
known, are $12,900 S31, and it wiil be necessary t 
make an additional appropriation for its support, i 
the course of the present session. The number 
Africans sent to it will be greatly increased in the 
next three or four months. A decision of the su: 
preme court in the case of the general Ramirez, plac: 
ed under the control of the government from 125 
130, who were brought into Georgia, and arrange: 
ments are making to send them to the agency. 

The paper G shows the naval officers who havé 
died since the Ist December, 1824. It contains the 
names of some of the most promising, active, ané 
meritorious, at the head of whom is that of comm 
dore McDonough. His loss is deeply to be deplored, 
both on account of the splendid services he has per 
formed, and the useful example of private and pub 
lic worth, which he exhibited to his brother officer: 

Paper H shows the resignations during the preset! 
year. 

Paper I is a report of the expenditures for the nav? 
service during the year. 

The estimates for the ordinary service of the ens 
ing year wil} be found in the papers marked K. 

Should any, or all of the objects recommended !! 
this report fiad favor with congress, additienal 9%” 
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; aerthe ropriations, to a small amount, will be required. ) the passage of the existing Jaw, and therefore, when 
effect " he form of the estimates is the same as that of last| presented, payment was denied to them. 1 
acific, anggeat, Doth being dictated by the understanding which | partment had no right to use the appropriation for 







ound Cangne department has of the wishes of congress on the 
make t,gevject. The reasons for any change which exists 
epartmemp the amount of any of the items, will be found in 







instancegmis report. ; 
een fou, One of the most serious inconveniences under 
e purposgphich the department labors in the administration of 


re concerns of the navy, is the time at which the ap- 


















unICatiog ' 

stablishygmropriation bills are passed by congress. They are 
lical congmssed in the short sessions, late in February, and, 
in four gp the long sessions, generally in May, so that, during 
it, to hay period of from one-fourth to a third of the year, 
16 Ensuingpe department is left without funds previously ap- 
at beneggmopriated, and must, of necessity, permit expendi- 
ect on thagpres not yet legally authorized. Another evil re- 


Its: It is the will of congress often to change the 
ording and character of the appropriation, and after 
he bill is passed, it is a month or six wecks before 
einstructions, under the new appropriation, can be 
ren toand acted upon by theagents. It consequent 
follows, that for nearly one-half of the year, the 
partment acts in perfect ignorance of the law under 
hich it is bound to act. Expenditures are made 
der one form, when they ought to have been made 
der another. The law is, necessarily, not com- 
ied with, because it is passed after the act is per- 


estimat 
our Con 
rrespon 


elt, in th 
iy of Fu 
as though 
be usefy 
commant 
ore, sent 
mination 


as 55 deqprmed. Infinite confusion is created in settling the 
York, ogecourts, and it is impossible for any talent or any 
rker havgpdustry ever to have them rendered and settled, in 
ial. Th@patplainand simple manner in which they ought 
formatioge Ways to be exhibited, and in which they must be 
them hadgshibited, if any efficient control is to be had by con- 
efore thagess or the department, over that branch of the 
Higuratgervice. The aceounting officers do all that capacity 
he use ofed labor can accomplish, butthey cannot settle an 
right tqggccount according to the forms ofa law pot yet in ex- 


tence; nor can they, every year, alter the items, 


















de duringgpen new books, meet the errors resulting from this 
‘Meuse, in accounts transmitted from a distance, and 
cy for reget settle the accounts of the year within the year. 
to timey Temedy might be found in two circumstances. 
the lawam Ist. An earlier passage of the appropriation bill, or 
informaay Making the year end on the Ist April, and always 
-d in thaMmessing the bills before that day. If the latter mode 
it is to heme taken, the first appropriation should be for fifteen 
red in ite cightcen months. 
rateriallq™ 2¢- By reducing the number of heads, under which 
ecting if’ 8ppropriation for the service is made, aud con- 
ar as yegecuing those heads permanently. — , 
essary t/t would be more practicable, under this arrange- 
pport, inect, than it now is, to make the investigation and 
umber ofmcserve a rigid accountability. 
ed in the The appropriation, so far as the contingent is con- 
the sumerned, has been, within the two last years, changed, 
rez, plac: d the sum appropriated, ordered to be expended, 
m 125 tEely, on the contingencies of the year in which the 
arrange ls were passed. ae 
“y. Two difficulties have arisen, which it is my duty to 
ho bavemgcotion: 
tains them (St: Mueh of the year had expired before the law 
tive, animes Passed, and the agents and pursers informed of it, 
- commomme’) Of course had, until that time, paid the movey 
deplored hd transmitted the accounts, under the old forms. 
has pera” eforthas been made to correct this unavoidable 
and pub ror, and to settle the accounts by the principal laid 
- officers fae = '0 the Jaw, but it has proved very ineffectual It 
> preset hext to impossibie toretrace the ilems, and place 
em under their proper heads; and, where money 
the nave 2¢en paid, on debts really due by the govern- 
eat, for the preceding years, it could not be re- 
the enst —— 
K. ‘the 2nd piace, many of our offcers are on fo- 
ended ifm °° Stations, and at such a distance from the seat of 
‘onal ofan cT®Ment, that their claims iu preceding years 





» 
~C not be transmitted for settlemert. until after 





the satisfaction of auy elaims which originated before 
the beginning of the year. 

Yet the claims were just, the government owed 
the money; the debt was honestly and fairly contract- 
ed under the law, as existing and known to the de- 
partment and officer. The effect on the service and 
the individual, has been severely felt. 

Another difficulty which has been encountered, and 
to which legislative attention will, no doubt, be di- 
rected, at no distant period, is that of procuring and 
enlisting seamen. Our vessels are sometimes de- 
tained by it an inconvenient length of time, occasion- 
ing much additional expense, and depriving us of 
their active service atsea. The higher wages, and 
stronger inducements held out by the merchant ser- 
vicc, and the temptations presented by other govern- 
ments, are the active causes which produce this state 
of things, at this time. 

The department has endeavored to escape the evil 
by such arrangements as, being within its power, pro- 
mised to have mosteffect. Among them, is that of 
placing at each of the principal recruiting stations, 
a vessel not calculated for the sea, but fitted up with 
the same comfort, and officered and governed in the 
same way as if in actual commission, to which the 
recruit can be sent, and there kept until le can be 
transferred to the vessel in which he is to sail. One 
or two have already been prepared for the purpose, 
and others will be, without delay. This arrange- 
ment is still matter of experiment, and the effec: 
may not prove beneficial. The benefits promised are, 
that the seamen, assured of immediate cumfort, will 
more readily enlist; their health will be promoted, 





and the diseases contracted op shore removed; they 
| will be disciplined aud trained, so as to be, at once, 
juseful; fewer desertions will take place; they can be 
| employed in the yards, should circumstances call for 
it; and our vessels, when they arrive, and discharge 
those whose service has expired, be again manned, 
without delay. But the arrangements of the depart- 
ment, however useful, must be comparatively incfi- 
cient to remove the evils suggested. The remedy 
‘rests with the power which can establish permanent 
)regulations, which will tend both to increase the 
number of seamen, and bind them more permanently 
to our public service. This object will be found, in 
the progress of our naval history, to be of high im- 
portance. Our naval power, in all other respects, 
has its Jimit only in the willof the nation. Our free 
, institutions interpose a barrier to a compulsory aug- 
mentation of the number of our seamen, and a sys- 
tem must be devised which wil ensure voluntary 
enlistments sufficient to meet our increasing wants. 
Two of 1 features of this system will probably be, 
jto admit more boys, in the character of appreuti- 
ces, and enlist robust and healthy landsmen, in the 
interior, who will soon acquire the habits and skill 
of seamen, aod form a most valuable portion of cur 
force. 








| Other difficulties have arisen, from the prescnt dis- 


position of the building arrangements at our yards. 
| They have, heretofore, been improved by temporary 
(expedients, and the buildings erected and arranged 
| with reference only to existing necessities, and wilh- 
}out regard to the future and growing wants of our 
navy. Many and serious evils have resulted; muck 
, public money has been unnecessarily expended; aa- 
by losses sustuined by the change, removai, and altera- 
| ions of the several erections; timber ex posed to decay 
| stores requiring immense Jabor to Gepusite and pic- 
serve them; 3 much larger number of hands required 
to periori the work; unpicasaaol, and sometimes in- 
jurious delays in fitting out our vessels. 
fying fuct, yet there is nowdeubt of 
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one-third of the money expended at our yards, has 
been lost from this cause. The remedy is manifest, 
and it is earnestly hoped that-means may be provided 
to apply it. A commission of prudent and intelligent 
officers should be selected, to examine minutely and 
caretuily all our navy yards, and to make a plan for 
each, suited to its location, and the future wants of 
the service at it; prescribing the buildings which will 
be required, and the jocation and character of each 
building, together with such improvements in the 
ground and form of the yard as will be most beneti- 
cial. This pian, after being submitted to the depart- 
ment, and amended if neeessary, and approved, 
should be the guide in all future expenditures. The 
expense of making such a plan and erecting the 
buildings necessary to execute it, would cost a iarge 
sum of money, and increase the present expense of 
our navy establishment, but the future saving to the 
nation, by adopting and pursuing it rigidly, may be 
counted by hundreds of thousands, perliaps by mil- 
lions of dollars; and the promptitude which would be 
created by it in all our works, and especially in the 
fitting out of our vessels, be felt in the efficiency of 
every part of the service. A board of officers could 
form sucha plan, to be submitted to the departmeutin 
the course of one season, and would be estabiished; 
but it will demand some expenditure of money, and 


the present form of the appropriation forbids it; and | 


as it must be completed by leyislative aid, it is now 
proposed to you, in the performance of my duty, 
that, if approved, it may be adopted. 

An allownuce book for all the wants of each vessel 
of the several classes, has been prepared with great 
care, by the board of navy commissioners, aud ap- 
proved by the department; a copy of which will be 
sent to each of the yards, and be the invarwable guide 
in preparing our vessels for sea. If to this were adc- 
ed, a proper arrangement of the buildings, materials 
and stores, in the yard, a very smail portion of the 
time now spent in port, would be required, and our 
yessels be able to render much more service at sea. 

Statement, marked E, in paper hk, shows the pro- 
gress made under the law for the gradual increase oi 
the navy. 

The annexed Ictter tothe commissioners of the na- 
vy, marked L, and their report, marked IP, in paper 
K, will show the progress that has heen made in ex- 
ecuting the law, passed on the 3d March last, “to au- 
thorize the building of ten sloops of war, and for 
other purposses.” It will be perceived, that orders 
were isstied to the respective commandants at Ports- 
mouth, Philadelphia, Washington and Gosport, for the 
construction of one sloop of war, at each of the 
yards under their command; and, also, to the com- 
mandants at Charlestown and Brooklyn, to make ar- 
rangements to commence, immediately, the construc- 
tion of three sloops of war, at each of ihose yards. 
Three of the ten sioops will be launched within the 
present year, two at Charlestown and one at Brook- 
lyn; one of those at Charlestown will be ready tor 
sea before the first January next. 

Contracts fer the timber aud other materials, for 


all the sloops authorized by law, have been made. 


upon terms favorable to the government, to be deliv- 
ered at the several places of building, within the en- 
suing year: in which time, it is believed, the entire 


number may be afloat, should congress think proper | 


to make the appropriation for that purpose. It will 
be recollected that the estimate for building these 
yessels was $50,000 dollars, and that 500,000 doliars 
only were appropriated by the law authorizing their 
construction. The remainivg 350,000 doliars will be 
necessary before they can tbe completed. The de- 
partment was urged to build some of these vessels 
by contract, with a view to occasion a portion of the 
expenditure at places other than our navy yards.— 
But, as all the expenditures of the department, ex- 


; tracts, would have created serious inconvenience 


jaid which has been heretofore earnestly entreaté! 


apenties ————=} 
cept the expenses of buiidine, are made by pubj 
coutract, and thus equally Open to all parts of the 
union, this consideration was believed to be of inte. 
rior moment, and other reasons seemed to render; 
both inexpedient and illegal. If built any where bu 
in our public yards, it must have been by CONtragt 

or by the establishment of temporary yards. Bul 
ing by contract has been abandoned, as iNeX pediexs 
and expensive, for many years pust, and ought Hotig 
be resumed but by the express direction of COngres 
This direction has been, more than once attempieg 
and always refused. thus indicating strongly the jeyic 
lative opinion on the subject. The law itself, 1 ip 
the same form as that for the gradual increase of the 
havy,and it was, therefore, to be presumed, that 
congress meant it to be executed in the same moq 
In addition to which, the appropriation was fora pait 
only of the cost: and if contracts for completing the 
whole, had been made, a refusal by congress to pr 
vide the means, at the time required by the eg, 










































or 


fa 
both parties. 


The other mode, of establishing temporary yaprj 
for the purpose, collecting officers, materials and my. 
Chinery, and disposing of them when the work wy 
; cOlupleted, was surrounded by so many objection, 
| both as to convenience and economy, as permitted y 
; hesitation in rejecting it. It was net doubted, then 
fore, that the proper execution of the law requird 
that the contracts tor materials should be made in'th 
usual mode, andthe building be done at our pudly 
yards. 

Under the authority given by the second sectiond 
this law, saie has beeu made of the whole of the pu 
lic vessels upon jake Erie, Ontario. and Champisi 
except the sips of the line New Orleaus, and Ch 
pewa, at Sackett’s Harbor, and the schooner Ghent? 
Erie. Almost the whole of the public property ; 
those places has also been sold or ordered to be tran; 
ported to the navy yarcs on the Atlantic, and the sts 
tions Willi be broken up, as soon as those orders cy 
be executed, leaving only an officer and one or tw 
)tuen at each, to look alter such property as it may ty 
found impossibie or inexpedient to remove. For ti 
expense attending these operations no appropriatio 
, Was made, during the last session of congress, the e 
| timates having been presented before the law for th 
‘sale of the vessels on the jakes was passed, or the d 
jrection given for the removal of the stores. It hus 
, therefore, dimimished the contingent fund to an uncr 
| pected extcnt,and created anecessity for an adda 
| to the appropriation of the presentyear. Itis, how 
|ever, a temporary expense, and less than is requit 
ed for the support of those stations, and will avei 
the necessity of making estimates for them, after the 
present year, saving annually about twenty-five thor 
sand dollars. 

In this first annual report to you, I would respect 
fully call your attention to the wants of the servic 
in relation to discipiine, efAciency, and econom. 
These matters have been presented aud urged by mf 
in reports to your predecessor and to congress. 1 
repeat my views on them would be superiluous;! 
| therefore respectfully refer you to the reports, pat 
ticularly those which are dated 24th January, 18% 
and IstJanuary, 1$25. 

Without aw organization of some kind—without! 
revision of our penai code, and of our rules and [f 
| guiations,—and without a navai school, tardy ament 
}iments may be made in the navaj service, and in# 
admivistration, butit is in vain to hope for speeds 
uscful, and very practical changes. The power 
the department is unequal to suchodjects, Even tht 
exercise of the power properly belonging to it, with 
out iegislative aid in other respects, would product 
unpleasant excitement and complaints. With th 
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-om congress, it is confidently believed that a sys- 
em, more prompt, more efiicient, and more economi- 
alcould readily be introduced. 

The experience of the present year has confirmed, 
most strongly, the views taken on all the subjects 
entioned in the reports to which t refer you. 

Very respectfully, &c. 
SAM. L. SOUTHARD. 
ist of vessels of the United States’? navy, in commission, 
and theiv stations. 


WAMES. RATE. STATION. 
vorth Carolina, 74) 
randywine, 44 Mediterranean. 
‘onstitution, A4 , 
nited States, 44 Pacific. 
oustellation, 36 West Indies. — 
yone, 24 Coast of Brazil. 
hn Adams, 24 West Indies. 
ie, 180 Mediterranean. 
ntario, 18 § 
acock, 1S Pacific. 
ornet, 18 West Indies. 
s § Will be put in commis- 
poet, 18 1 sion early next year. 
park, brig. 12 West Indies. 
orpoise, \}2 12 Mediterranean. 
— t cS 122 West Indies. 
vark, 2 1245 
olphin, | = 12 Pacific. 
OX, | a 3 ) 
ecoy, storeship, 6 West Indies. 
barges, ‘ 


Congress—1st session. 
SENATE. 
The senate did not sit this day. 





Nineteenth 


December 16. 


December 19. 
e following— 
By Mr. King, of Alabama, the petition of col. Wm. 
ing, late of the United States’ army, stating that he 
as tried by a court martial improperly organized, 
d was suspended for five years, which term has 
b\w expired. During his suspension, the army has 
en placed on the peace establishment, and his name 
opped from the list. He prays the senate to take 
esubject into consideration, and make such a dis- 
silion of it as they may think proper, 

By Mr. Chandler, the petition of Benjamin Porter, 
d others, who served during the revolutionary war, 


Among the petitions presented was 


ence to the committee on the militia, of the report 
of the secretary of war onthe subject of printing the 
abstract of infantry tactics; and agreed thereto. 


After the consideration of executive business, 

The senate adjourned. 

December 20. After other minor,or preparatory 
business— 

Mr. Van Buren submitted the following motion for 


consideration: 


«Resolved, That congress does not possess the power to make 
roeds and canals within the respective states. 

* Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, with instruc 
tions to prepare and report a joint resolution, for an amendment 


of the constitution, prescriting and defining the power congress 


shall have over the subject of internal improvements, and subject- 
ing the same to such restrictions as shall efiectually protect the 
sovereignty of the respective states, and secure to them a just 
distribution of the benefits resulting from all appropriations made 
for that purpose.” 

In introducing his motion, Mr. Van Buren offered 
his opinions, om the subject, pretty much at large. 
His great object was to silence discordant opinions. 

The resolution submitted yesterday, by Mr. Wood- 
bury, relating to bounty lands, was, after discussion, 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Fobbins, it was 

Resolved, That so much of the president’s message as relates to 
a national university, be referred toa select committee,to consist of 
meimbers; that said committee be instructed to report upon 
the expediency of such an institution, and,if deemed by them ex- 
pedient, to report the principles on which it ought to be estab- 
eo anda pian of organization that will embody those prine?- 
p €S8.- 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of Mr. 


Cobb’s resolution to amend the constitution, and 
agreed thereto. 


The senate then proceeded to consider Mr. .Dicker- 
son’s resolution to amend the constitution, and, on 
motion of Mr. D. it was referred to a select commit- 
tee on ammending the constitution. 

After the consideration of executive business, 

The senate adjourned to Thursday. 


ROUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. , 
Friday, Dec 16. ‘Fhe following resolution, offered 
yesterday, by Mr. Baylies, of Mass. was then taken up: 
Resoived, Tiat the secretary of the navy be r quested to inform 
this house, whether the sloop of war Boston, about to he commis- 
sioned, or some other of the sloops of war now in commission, 
might not be employed in exploring the North West Cuast of 
America, its rivers aud inicts, between the perallels of latitude 42 
and 49 north, without detriment to the naval service of the United 
States, and whether the expense incurred in such service would 
exceed the ordinary expenses of such vessels while cruising—and 
also Whether it would be practicable to transport more cannon, 
and more of the munitions of war, in such vessel, than would be 
necessary for the use of the vessel, 





Mr. Sawyer moved to amend the resolution by in- 





dwere paid in depreciated currency. They pray 
ngress to make good the pay they were promised. 
Agreeably to notice, Mr. Dickerson asked, and hav- 
E obtained leave, introduced the following resolu- 
i; Which was read, and passed to a second read- 


‘solved, by the senate and hou 9¢.0f representatives of the United 

suf America, in congress assembled, two thirds of both houses 

eurtong, Phat the following amendment to the constitution of 

Chied States be proposed to the legislatures of the several 

Ps; and which, when ratified by the k gislatures of three fourths 

we states shall, be valid, to all intents and purposes, as part of 

said Constitution. 

Mo Person who shal! have been elected president of the United 

“te ~ cond time, shail again be eligible to that office.” 

M. C hb submitted the following resolution: 

vee that the committee, appointed on Thursday last to 

edd — the expediency of amending the constitution of the 
ates, 10 relation to tbe mode of electing the president 


os any senators or representatives in congress to any office 
2AOF, trust or profit, under the authority ofthe United States, 


ine ¢ “a 
ne the period for which such senators or representatives shall 
_ been elected. 


—— then proceeded to the consideration of 
eee resolution, relative to the erection of a 
Th ‘nt to gen. Washington, and agreed thereto. 
- senate then proceeded to consider the resolu- 

» Submitted by Mr, Chandler, calling for a refer- 


serting the following words: ‘‘and thence to proceed 


| into Behring’s straits, and, if practicable, to continue 
| her route into the Polar seas, and through the oper 


ings of Prince Regent’s inlet, or Barrow’s strait, into 
Davis’ or Hudson’s straits, thence down the said strait 
to some port in the United States.” 

Mr. Sawyer supported his proposed amendment in 
a speech of considerable length; and Messrs. Baylies 
and Whipple mede a few remarks in reply. The 
amendment was not accepted, and the original reso- 
lution agreed to. 

Mr. Buchanan moved that the following resolution; 
offered by him, on Wednesday, be now considered, 
and the motion being agreed to, the resolution was 
taken up: : 





BY . : y . ° > e 
ice pre si ent, be further instructed to inqtire into the ePXPEe- | 
“J Of SOamending the constitution as to prohibit the appoint. | 


_ Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be directed to lay he- 
fore this house, the proce dings of the late court of juquiry, antl 
| COUrt Martal, in relation tothe case of com. Porter. 


| After Mr. B. had explained the purpose of bis re- 
solution—generally, in support of the right and pro- 
priety of such enquiries, and stating also that the 
documents were already printed and ready for de- 
livery, so far as they related tothe court martial, the 
resolution was agreed to. 

Gu motion of Mr. Cool, it: 

Resolved, That the committee on cands and eanals be insrrueted 
ty auqguire whether any, abd st any, what furwber spproprmatior 
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isprop-r to be made for constructing the road leading from the , 


right bank of the Obio, opposite to Wheeling, in Virginia 
through Obio, Indiana and lilinois, to Missouri. ” — 
_ On motion of Mr. Henry, of Ken. it was 

., Resotoed, That the committee on public lands be instrueted to 
inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the disposal 
of such portion of the public lands as have not been surveyed and 
prepared for sale, in consequence of cheir liability to periodical 
or perpetual inundation. 

Mr. Hamilton offered the following resolution, 
which lies one day on the table: 

Reselved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to transmit to this house copies of all such documents, or parts of 
of correspondence, (not incompatible with the public interest) re- 
Jating to aw invitation which has been extended to the govern- 
ment of this country, “by the republies of Colombia, of México 
and Central America, to join in the deliberations of a congress to 
he held at the isthmus Panama,” and which induced him to 
signify to this house “that nyimsters, on the part of the United 
States, will be commissioned to join in those deliberations.” 

The resolutions, offered the other day by Mr. 
Wickliffe, (respecting rules of the courts), were taken 
up, and, after some explanation and debate, referred 
to the committee on the judiciary, instead of a com- 
mittee of the whole, as had been proposed by the 
mover. 

Mr. Sawyer offered the following resolution, which 
lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the secretary of war be directed to lay before 
this house an estimate of the expense of an expedition under the 
conduct of an officer of engineers, from the Jake of the Woods, 
slong the 49th degree of north latitude, to the west, across the 
Rocky mountains to the Pacific ocean; from thence, along the 
shores of the coast to the south, as far as the 42d degree of north 
Patitude,and along the Spanish boundary to the Mississippi river; 
or any other more eligible route across our unexplored territory, 
te any place on that or the Ohio river, with a view to geological 
or other examinatious Which might be considered useful or interest- 
ing- : 

On motion of Mr. Drayton, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be instructed to 
inquire juto the expediency of establishing a navy yard at Charles- 
ton, (S. C.) for the building. repairing and equipment of sloops 
of war and vessels of a smatter class in the navy of the United 
States. 

On motion of Mr. Barney it was 

Resolved, That the committee on naval afairs be instructed to 
inquire into the expedicncy of establishing a navy yard in the 
port of Baltimore. , 

The house then proceeded to the unfinished busi- 


ness of yesterday, the question being on the joint re- 
solution submitted by Mr. Blair, in relation to a na- 
tional armory, Whether the committee shail have 
leave to sit again, 

The question, on granting leave, was then taken— 
ayes 53, noes 91. 

Adjourned te Monday. 

Monday, Dec. 19. 


ceived, 
The resolution offered on Friday, by Mr. Hamilton, 


relative to the congress at Panama, being taken up— | 


My. JJamilton said, that, since the meeting of the 
house this morning, he had been informed, by an ho- 
worable member whose official station gave him the 
best means of information, that it was the intention 
ef the president, in due time, to communicate to the 


house ail the papers connected with the call embrac- | 


ed in the resolution now on the table. He would, 
therefore, postpone, for the present, inviting the 
house to consider it, reserving to himself, neverthe- 
jess, the privilege of calling itup at a future period, 
should he conceive it necessary. 

Mr. Sawyer’s resolution, relative to a survey of the 
interior, was, after debate, rejected. 


Mr. Webster, of Massachusetts, offered the follow- | 


ing: 
Kesolved, Vhat it is expedient to provide by law for the exami- 


nation and survey of the penimsula of Florida, fur the purpose of 


vscertuinig Whether it be practie: ble to unite Ue Atlantic ocean 
god the guif of Mesico by # ship canal, to run trom Ube neighbore 
hud of St. Ausrustine, or from the mouth of St. Job's river, ou the 
Atlantic coast, to the neighborhood of the mouth of the Suwanny 
siver inthe gulf of Mexico. ; 

After some remarks from the mover, this resolu- 
tion, at his request, was Jaid upon the tabie. 

Mr. Forsyth, of Georgia, offered the fellowing, 
which lies one dav of course: 


Many petitions were presented | 
‘this day, and several reports from committees re- 


“_— eel 
rm nw ” 


nie 


Resolved, That the president be requested to communicate ,, 
this house copies of such portions of the correspondence betwee, 
the United States and Great Britain, on the subject of the Conve, 
tion for suppressing the slave trade, as have not heretofore beer, 
and which can be communieated without detriment te the Pudi 
interest. ; 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Penn. it was 
_ Resolved, That the committee on the District of Columbia 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing, ww (\ 
said District, a territorial government, with such legislative power, 
as the prosperity of the District may require, an congress my) 
have authority, under the constitution, to confer. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, of Va. it was 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals be INstructy 
to inquire into the expediency of extending the Cumberland , 
United States road, from its eastern termination to the city y 
Washington, and also to inquire into the expediency of approp:, 
ating a sum of money for the examination, survey, and locaug 
of the most eligible routs for such road, 

On motion ef Mr. Wolf, of Penn. it was 

Resolved, That the committee ov military affairs be instruc 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a corps of inva) 
to be composed of such soldiers of the late war who were dischay 
ed from the service at the close of the war, and whose situaty 
aod cireumstances will eutitle them to be enrolled in such corp, 

On motion of Mr. Peter, of Md. it was 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on rvads and canals be instruct 
to inquire into the expediency of authorizing & subseription, q 
the part of the United States, to the joint stock cumpany incurp 
rated to construct a turnpike road from the city ef Washington 
Fredericktown, in Maryland. 


Mr. Livingston, of Lou. offered the following rex 
+ lution: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be instructé 
to inquire into the expediency of repealing so much of the lev 
| for colketing duties, &e. as prohibits the exportation of forig 
distilled spirits in casks of less capacity than seventy gallons. 

The last resolution, with the consent of the move 


was laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. Reed, of Mass. it was 

Resoived, ‘That the committee on naval affairs be instructed » 
iNquire iuto the expediency of establishing a line of communicatio 
between the Atlantic and Pacific ocean, through the isthmus 
Panama. [Agreed to, after some remarks by Mr. Keed.]} 


On motion of Mr. White, of Florida, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of constructing fortifications at th 
entrance of Pensacola bay, for the protection of the pavy jul 
and waval depot lately established at that place. 


On motion of Mr. Stewart, of Penn. it was 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be instructed 
inquire into the expediency of authorizing the re-locatioa of # 
litary laud warrants, in all cases where it is satisfactorily prove 
that the lands covered by such warrants are unfit tor cultivation 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Geo. it was 

Resolved, That the memorial of the legislature of the state ¢ 
Georgia, relative to the claims of certain detachments of mitiaé 
that state, for services performed ia the years 1792, 1793, and 1% 
together with the accompanying documents now on the files 
this house, be referred to the committee on military affuirs. 

Mr. Ingham, of Penn. moved the following: 

Resolved, That the report of a select committee, made tot* 
house of representatives at their last session, in relation to % 
claims of the late president of the United States, be; referred 
| Select Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Bartlett, the resolution w ( 
amended, 79 votes to 31, by inserting ‘‘the commillt p, 
‘on cluims” instead of “a select committee.” 

And, thus amended, the resolve was agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. White, of Florida,it was | 
| Itevoived, That the secretary of war be directed to communi 
| to this house, any information of surveys and estimates in pos? 
sion of that department, in relation to fortifications at the ents 
ol Pensacola bay. 

Mr. Trimble, of Ken. laid on the table for consid¢! 
ation the following: | 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be requ?" RRS 
to lay b: fore this house the message of Mr. Jefferson, recumimert 
ing an expedition across the contivent to the mouth of the ere 
bia river, together with any other document or information Wh" 
| he may possess, and think proper to communicate, in relate?” 
the same suliject. ‘ , 
| Mr. Trimble made a few remarks on his resolute 
which lies over one day, of course. 

Mr. Livingston’s resolution, respecting 
dividends, came up and was considered. 













































0 "tl 
ey 


ith 








unclaime ‘as 
After coq t 


siderable debate, in which Messrs. Livingston, Dorst &. 
of Md. Wood, of N. ¥. McLane, of Del. Dicight, | “ 
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part—a motion by Mr. Wickliffe, to refer 1t t0° 
i committee of ways and means, wes agreed te. 
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On motion of Mr. Brown, of Ind. it was 

pesolved, That the committee on roads and canals be instructed 
-o inquire inte the expediency of a further extension of the act o 
congress, approved May 26, 1824, the provisions of which authorize 
rhe state of Indiapa to survey and mark through the public land 
of the United States, the route of a canal by which to conncet the 
gavigation of the rivers Wabash and Miami, of lake Erie: and to 
juquizve ito the expediency of providing for an additional reserva: 
uup from sale of tke public lands through which the route alore- 
sad is proposed to run. — 

And then, on motion of Mr. McCoy, the house ad- 


‘ourned. 

Tuesday, Dec. 20. After the presentation of peti- 
ions and receiving of reports— 

The resolution yesterday offered by Mr. Trimble, 


calling for a letter of Mr. Jefferson, on the subject of | 


post at the mouth of the Columbia river, being cai- 
led up— 

rAlter discussion, the resolution was agreed to— 
it appeared from the remarks, that the paper alluded 
to had been communicated confidentially; but Mr. 
Trimole contended that the time why it should be 
sept so had passed away, and the house supported 
him—72 to 64.] 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Forsyth, 
respecting the slave trade, was agreed to. 

Mr. Cook, of Illinois, moved the following: 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on the public lands be instructed 
0 inquire into the expediency of waking provision by haw for the 
ale of the lead mines and salt springs belonging to the United 


‘tates, and in such manner as shail, by allurdimg sufficient time 


or far competition in the purchase thereot, secure the best price 
ur the same, 


|After some remarks from the mover, the resolu- 
ion was agreed to without adivision. It was stated 
y Mr. Cook, that, of three miilions of pounds of lead 
raised, the United States had received only 104,000, 
by way of rent.] 

On motion of Mr. Holcombe, of N. J. it was 


Reso ved, Vhat the committee on naval affairs be instructed to 
nqvir. iato the expediency of establishing a school or schools for 


he cducation of children in destitute ciPeuustances—(the sons of 


Merican seamen to be preferred)—to be articled to serve, when 
quired, on board of the public ships of the United States, until 
2) years of age: the ebject of the sustiftution bing to furnish the 
avy, from year to year, with a number of competent aud well 
educated petty officers. 

On motion of Mr. Whipple, of N. H. it was 
Resolved, That the committee on militery affiirs be instructed 
Omquire inte the expediency of amending the act making pro- 
asion fer armiag the whole tbody of the militia of the United 
Pikes, passed April 3d 1808, so that the arins provided in virtue 
tssid act, and transmutted to the several stat.s composing this 
boa snd the territories thereof, shall, by each state and territory, 
be deposited in proper arsenals, to be provided by such state or 
THtory, to be delivered to the militia thereof only wheu they 
hay be called into actual s-rvice. 

Mr. Henry, of Kentucky, submitted the following, 
which, at lis request, was, fur the present, laid on 
de tabie tor consideration: 

Resolved, Vhat the cummittee on military affairs be instructed 
otaguire into the expediency of establishing a military academy 
a the western wators. 


On motion of Mr. Owen, it was, also, 


Resolved, That the committee on roads and eanals be instructed | 


Omgure inte the expediency of making a canal communication 
riWeen thewaters of the Tennessee river and those of the Cousa, 
ithiu the limits of che Cherokee nstion. 


The house then took up the unfinished business of 
tiday, which was the question whether the joint re- 
olution proposed by Mr. Blair, to direct a survey ol 
© Waters of east ‘Tennessee, with a view to the lo- 
aon of a national armory, together with the 


F“endment thereto proposed by Mr. Murable, for ex- 


ending the examination to the waters of the Ten- 
‘essee and Cumberland rivers, should be refered to 
de Committee on military affairs. 

Much debate followed. Messrs. Mitchell, of Ten. 
‘aacs, Marable, Cocke, Lincoln, Stewart, Cook, Sie- 
“ison, of Penn. and Maliary, took a part init. It 
ee ag and refered to the niilitary commitiee— 

Y dg. 


An engrossed bill “makin 


. alterations in the pre- 
ent mode of 4 ; 


St, paying the enlisted soldiers of the Unit- 

This 12 was read a third time. 

“AS bill, after debate, on the motion of Mr. Ham- 
Was faid on {he table ' 


[This was a busy dayin the house. Several sub- 
jects produced much discussion.] Adjourned. 

Wednesday, Dec. 21. Among the memorials pre- 
sented was one by Mr. Storrs, from Mrs. Decatur, 
widow of the late capt. Stephen Decatur, on behalf 
of herself and the surviving officers and crew who 
were associated with captain Decatur in the destruc- 
tion of the frigate Philadelphia, praying that con- 
gress would make some recompense for this gallant 
achievement. 

Mr. McLane, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill making appropriations for cer- 
tain fortifications forthe year 1826; which was read 
| twice, and committed, and made the order of the day 

for to-morrow. 

The following is an abstract of the bill: 

Abstract of the bill reported, this day, by the com- 
mittee of ways aud means, making appropriations 
for fortifications for the year 1826: 

For Fort Adams, at Brenton’s point, 

Fort Hamilton, at New-Utrecht point, 75,000 
Fort Monroe, Old Point Comfort, 115,000 
Fort Calhoun, Rip Raps, on Chesapeake, 80,000 
Fort at Bogue Point, North-Carolina, 25,038 
Fort at Oak-Island, North-Carolina, 30,000 
Fort at Mobile point, 90,000 
Fort at Chef Mentuer, 85,000 
Fort Jackson, at Plaquemine, 90,000 
Fort at Bayou Bienvenue, Louisiana, 90,000 
Repairs and contingencies, 15,000 


$795,000 

Mr. McLane, from the same committee, reported 
a dill prescribing the time within which the annual 
estimates of appropriations shall be transmitted to 
the house of representatives; which was read twice, 
and committed, and made the order of the day for to-~ 
morrow. 

This bill provides that the annual estimates shall 
hereafter be sent to the house within one week after 
the meeting of congress. 

Mr. AdcLane, in introducing this bill, reminded the 
house that a resolution had been referred to the 
committee of ways and means on the subject of the 
fiscal year, with a view to make its termination and 
thatofthe natural yearthe same. The committee 
had considered this subject; and had come to the 
conclusion that any change in that respect was not 
necessary. It was owing to the late period in the 
session at which the annual estimates were sent to 
_ the house, that the appropriation bill was delayed un- 
| til so late in the session. With a view toremedy this 
‘evil, which he admitted to be the source of great in- 
{convenience, he was instructed, by the committee of 

ways and means to report this bill. 

Mr. Dwight oliered the following resolution, which 
| lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, Vat the secretary of the treasury be directed to ‘in- 
form this house whether any extcaorvdinary losses have recently 


i occurred in the collection of the customs; and, also, to state the 

jcrrcumstances attending thereon, so lar as Uiey tay be within his 

' koowledge. 

| On motion of Mr. Kent, it was 

| Resolved, What the committee on naval affairs be instructed to 
inquire anto the propriety of inereasing the pay of the surgeons ia 

| the Navy, $v as to make equal to the pay of Che surgeons in the 

| 


$100,000 











army; and further to inquire into the propriety of classing them, 
and graduating their pay according to Un pegiod of their seevier. 

Mr. O:ven otiered the following resolution, which 
lies one day on the table: 


Resolved, That the secretary ef war be directed to Jay before 
this house all the correspondence between that depertment and 
generals Pinekney and Jackson, and ail the justructionus given tu 

| sar generals Pinckuey aud Jacksoo relating to the treaty with ibe 
Creen ludiaus att: rwards made at fort Jackson: 

Ov motion of Mr. WeDuffie, it was 

Resolved, That a sleet committee be appointed, with instr ce 
| tions to inquire into the practicability of meking sucb alcerat: pos 
lin this house es will render it more suitable fur the purpose «i a 
| deliberate assembly. 


| {[Mr. JécDujie supported his resolution by ash: ort 
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